AN INTRODUCTION TO THE COUNTY OF DURHAM
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County Durham is one of England's most northerly counties close to the Scottish border.  It stretches from the Pennine Hills (England's 'backbone') in the West; to the North Sea, looking across towards Europe, in the East.  To the North and South, along the rivers from which they take their names, lie the urban areas of Tyneside and Teesside, which together with County Durham and Northumberland, make up North East England.
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Lying in the heart of the North East Region, County Durham provides a strategic location to serve the profitable and compact UK market as well as being ideally placed for entry to mainland Europe.  The quality and abundance of industrial sites coupled with realistic land prices and property rentals provide modern industry with the basic requirements for growth.

County Durham covers an area of almost 861 square miles (215,250 hectares).  The Western half of the County with its open moorland and wooded river valleys is recognised as an "Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty".
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Set within this natural scenic backdrop are the County's rich tapestry of historic buildings, such as Durham Cathedral - voted the world's most beautiful building and a "World Heritage" site - Durham Castle founded in 1069 by William the Conqueror, and Bowes Museum built in the grand "French Chateau" style.

In recent years, well-designed industrial estates and factories have been added to this rich building heritage from the past, but nowhere does this new industrial growth threaten to overwhelm the County's charm.

The County's resident population has remained fairly static in the past few years at 506,300 of which 275,000 are economically active.  There are 7 Local Government Districts in the County; Chester le Street, Derwentside, Durham, Easington, Sedgefield, Teesdale and Wear Valley.  The County has 11 main centres of population ranging from Barnard Castle with 5,800 residents to Durham City 38,300, and Newton Aycliffe - 24,700.

County Durham boasts a thoroughly modernised communications system with an excellent road network of motorway and trunk roads, Intercity rail links, Newcastle and Teesside Airports, and the ports of Tyne and Wear and Tees.  It also has its own port facilities at Seaham, offering a wide range of general cargo services.

The Tyneside and Teesside conurbations are within easy commuting distance of Durham City.  There is a population of 2.4 million within a 25 mile radius of the City.
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Socially, Durham should appeal to people moving in from outside the Region.  New housing developments, new schools, modern community and sports complexes, and excellent shopping facilities, all show the emphasis on continual improvement in the County in recent years.

Locating in County Durham would therefore be more than just setting up a business - it would also mean becoming part of a community that as well as having a memorable past, has a bright and promising future with all the basic ingredients for a full and satisfying lifestyle.
