CLIMATIC CONDITIONS
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THE CLIMATE OF COUNTY DURHAM

As Durham stretches from the East Coast to the Pennines, and from the River Tyne to the River Tees, there is a large variation in climate within the County.

The County's climate in general could be described as moderate, with no extremes in temperature, wind or rain to cause any disruption to normal day to day functioning of transport or communications.
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A general picture of prevailing conditions in the County follows.

TEMPERATURE
Mean daily maximum
13.3oC [average 12.25oC (1961-1990)]

Mean daily minimum
5.9oC [average 4.94oC (1961-1990)]

Mean

9.6oC [average 8.56oC]

Absolute maximum
28.0oC [on 2nd August]

Absolute minimum
-7.4oC [on 20th December]
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Number of ground frosts
20

RAINFALL

Total for the year
513.5mm [average 530.5mm (1961-1990]

Percentage of the average
96.8%

Number of rain days
-

Greatest rainfall in one day
23mm on 25th August

SUNSHINE

Total for the year
1490.8 hours [average 1329.3 hours (1961-1990)]

Percentage of the average
112%

Percentage of the possible
33.4%

Mean daily amount
4.1 hours [average 3.64 hours]

Greatest amount of sunshine in one day
14.1 hours on 26th June

Number of days with no recorded sunshine
44

WIND

The mean wind speed was
10.43 km/h [average 13.1 km/h]

The highest gust was
103.8 km/h from the WNW at 12.20 GMT on 4th February
AIR POLLUTION
Suspended matter
Mean concentration
0.09 mg/100m3


Maximum concentration
1 mg/100m3
Sulphur dioxide
Mean concentration
46.24 µg/m3


Maximum concentration
69 µg/m3

Source: Annual summary of the Meteorological Readings at Durham University Observatory 1999

